BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 9th June, 2014 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

A Guttridge (Chairman)



P Cousins


D Dempsey



D Drury


A Guttridge


A Hubbard


R Lester




R Taylor

Also Present:
County Councillor Jenny Antill




Councillor A Guttridge, the Chair of the Parish Council, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.
C16/14/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bullen and R Lindsay

District Councillor D Keane 
 C17/14/15
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being an employee of the County Council. Councillors Lester and Taylor declared non-pecuniary interests by reason of being members of the Kings Pightle Management Committee and Sportsfield Management Committee.
 C18/14/15
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

 C19/14/15
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May, 2014 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 C20/14/15
PRE-PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMISSION


The Chairman indicated that a request had been received by the Parish Council for the owner and his agent to provide a pre-planning application submission in respect proposals for land known as Damford Park between Chelsworth Road and Church Rd.
The Parish Council would not be forming a view about the merits of the proposals until such time as a planning application was made to the planning authority
The developer addressed the meeting, it was indicated that the purpose of the submission was to start engagement with the parish and to solicit views on what the village would like to see included in any development. Two groups of homes or hamlets were indicated on the plan along with woodland and open space; there was a suggestion of pedestrian links into the village and school. The scheme could also provide a through route for traffic to church farm and the Sportsfield. The developer stressed that there was no current view on the number or type of houses to be included and would like some feedback on village needs.

Members of the Parish Council raised questions on a broad range of issues concerning the proposed scheme including site access and the through road, foul drainage capacity / flood plain and style of construction for business units.


It was AGREED: That the presentation be noted and that the Parish Council reserves its position until such time as a formal planning application is received when it shall make representations to the planning authority.
 C21/14/15
B-Natural Music Festival

Mr Nick English provided an update on plans for B-natural. Significantly, the whole event would be staged as a free festival this year with no admission fees to gardens. B-natural are working with various sponsors to make this happen. Nick said he was excited about the new format and that it was in keeping with the festivals ethos of providing a stage for local talent and extending new genres to a wider audience. He thanked the PC for their generous support in the past and requested support of £500 for the new challenge.


The festival would be on Sat 6th September  12:45 – 20:45 and Sunday 7th September 10:30 – 17:30. The PC agreed use of marketplace up to 21:30 on Saturday 6th.

It was AGREED: 
That marketplace could be used as requested including up to 21:30 on Saturday 6th.
That a grant of £500 would be considered formally at next meeting.

 C22/14/15
POLICE REPORT

There was no police report.
C23/14/15
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Jenny Antill provided an update of strategic issues and work at the county council.

Councillor Cousins asked about merger of Babergh and Mid Suffolk and in particular a concern about how people would access services. Councillor Antill assured that there would be distributed outreach offices where residents could access services. It was noted that some key services such as planning would need to remain centralised.

The designs for gateway treatments were circulated among councillors at the meeting.

C24/14/15
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

There was no report on this occasion.
C25/14/15   SHARED VILLAGE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS
The new mowers would be delivered on Saturday 14th June.

The position of ground maintenance co-ordinator had been awarded to Mr Adrian Chinery. The chairman would write to Mr Chinery to confirm his appointment. The purchase of appropriate safety equipment and fuel cans was approved. Chairman to co-ordinate.
C26/14/15
STREET LIGHTING ARRANGEMENTS
Councillor Taylor circulated prior to the meeting a number of illustrations with regard to costs and benefits of wholesale change out of existing streetlights to LED technology. The illustrations included estimated factors for general inflation and energy inflation both provided by Richard Webster of SCC. The council would not be able to do this from reserves so a loan would be required, Public Works Loans Board rates were used. Cost savings from turning off lights at midnight were not considered as the council had already decided on this.
It was AGREED:
a. That the council had no appetite to take on debt to refurbish streetlighting.

b. That the council had no appetite for the level of spend required to refurbish streetlighting.

c. That the council would as previously agreed, continue to replace on failure with no strategic upgrade plan.
C27/14/15    VILLAGE AMENITIES

Councillor Lester confirmed that Kings Pightle had been successful in its bid for grant aid to Biffa to install a bird hide and field study area at their nature reserve. He thanked the PC for their support, a payment of 5% £362.36 is required from the PC as the external supporter to release c£7K grant. Councillor Lester would complete and return the pro-forma to Biffa. Payment would be made electronically.

The Sportsfield is continuing to see increased interest in hiring the facilities. Current enquires for Youth football summer club, popup campsite, fitness class, and other private hires.


Coronation Playground: It was reported that there is some minor cracking at skate ramps and also sealant from joins had been dislodged. No safety issue so will be addressed on annual maintenance visit in august.

C28/14/15
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS

It was AGREED: 
a. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee


	Description
	Amount

	Came & Co
	General insurance
	1738.05

	Came & Co
	Mower Insurance
	289.22

	Chamberlin Hall
	Annual hire fee
	450.00

	Bildeston Electrical
	Clock Tower electrics
	85.00

	Tomlinson Groundcare
	Mowers
	11,606.00

(plus VAT)

	Biffa
	Grant Enabler
	362.36

	
	
	

	
	
	


C29/14/15    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
B/14/00541 Christmas Hall, Market Place, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EN
to remove/vary conditions attached to planning permission B/07/01772/FUL - Variation of Condition 01 to allow up to 30 functions per year.
No Objection

B/14/00456 Thimbles, 5 Church Road, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7SA
Erection of a single storey front porch extension.


No Objection



Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council


There had been no applications determined since the previous meeting.
C30/14/15    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Bumble bees have moved into clock tower. Clock winder will monitor periodically, but there will be no clock winding until they vacate.

Councillor Drury reported that the empty affordable house in Rotheram Rd is for sale.
C31/14/15
PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C32/14/15
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C33/14/15
LOCAL PARISHIONER’S ESTATE


An update was provided by Councillor Dempsey.


The meeting closed at 9.35pm
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….

PAGE  
1

